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Spacetoon Kids TV: Educating Kids on ERW 
S pacetoon	 is	 known	 to	 many	 across	the	Arab	world	for	its	television	chan-nel	 that	 is	 geared	 toward	 children,	
Spacetoon	Kids	TV.	This	channel	is	transmit-
ted	 to	over	50	million	people	 in	 the	Middle	
East	and	North	Africa	and	features	cartoons	
dubbed	into	Arabic	and	child-appropriate	TV	
programs.	The	 objectives	 of	 Spacetoon	Kids	
TV	include	being	educational,	family-friendly	
and	 acceptable	 to	 Arab	 culture;	 promoting	
positive	 social	 values	 such	 as	 tolerance	 and	
teamwork;	and	inspiring	creativity.	Spacetoon	
Kids	TV	and	it’s	larger	parent	media	compa-
ny,	 Spacetoon	Media	Group,	 strive	 to	 com-
municate	 with	 children	 using	 age-effective	
and	nurturing	methods	through	a	variety	of	
communication	media.
One	 important	 part	 of	 Spacetoon	Kids	
TV	 is	 its	production	of	public-service	pro-
grams	 and	 announcements	 that	 promote	
issues	 such	 as	 appropriate	 childcare	 and	
respect	for	the	environment.	Organizations	
such	 as	 the	 Arab	 League,	 UNICEF	 and	
World	Health	Organization	have	sponsored	
Spacetoon	 advertising	 and	 announcements	
to	raise	awareness	and	educate	children	on	a	
variety	of	humanitarian	issues.	
Spacetoon and MRE in the Middle East
Among	 other	 educational	 campaigns,	
the	Spacetoon	Kids	TV	Regional	Office	in	
Jordan	 is	 working	 to	 bring	 a	 specific	 kind	
by	Daniele	Ressler	[	Mine	Action	Information	Center	]
of	 message	 to	 kids:	 mines	 and	 UXO	 are	
dangerous.	 The	 Jordan	 office	 is	 the	 only	
regional	 office	 responsible	 for	 developing	
humanitarian-specific	educational	programs	
and	campaigns	on	 topics	 such	as	democra-
cy,	 human	 rights	 and	mine	 risk	 education,	
which	 can	 then	 be	 broadcast	 to	 any	 or	 all	
the	Arab	countries	 in	 the	Middle	East	 and	
North	 Africa	 through	 Spacetoon	 media.	
Hussam	Hadi,	Regional	Manager,	and	Rami	
Allawama,	Program	Planning	Manager,	say	
that	 due	 to	 the	 dangers	 the	 Lebanese	 and	






to	disseminate.	The	 company	 staff	 designs	 a	




calendars,	 gifts,	 activity	 packets	 and	 more.	
Hadi	and	Allawama	note,	“Because	 the	chil-
dren	 in	 the	 Arab	 world	 watch	 and	 love	 this	
channel,	 its	 characters	 and	programs,	we	 are	
able	 to	 communicate	 effectively	 timely	mes-
sages	to	parents	and	children	alike.”1
Lebanon	 faces	 a	 post-conflict	 situa-
tion	in	which	the	need	for	MRE	is	great—	





Cluster	 submunitions	 can	 be	 particularly	
dangerous	because	some	may	resemble	toys	
due	to	their	small	size	and	colorful	ribbon.	






Jordan,	 “we	 have	 a	 full	 package	 campaign	
designed	 especially	 for	 Lebanese	 children	





ing	 child-friendly	 and	 culturally	 sensitive	




This	 image	was	one	used	for	MRE	in	 Iraq	 in	2005	








with	 Iraqi	 children.	 RONCO	 Consulting	
Corporation	 and	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	
State	funded	two	projects	 in	2004	through	
Iraq’s	National	Mine	Action	Authority	and	
the	 Ministry	 of	 Planning,	 and	 in	 2005	










See Endnotes, page 111
Daniele Ressler works	as	a	Researcher,	
Writer	and	Assistant	Editor	for	the	Journal 




























As a young man in a war-t orn area of Azerbaijan, Elnur Gasimov experienced t he shock of being severely 
injured by a piece of unexploded ordnance. Today, Gasimov’s personal experience has inspired him t o work as t he 
Team Leader of  t he Training and Quali t y Assurance Team at t he Azerbaijan N at ional Agency for Mine 
Act ion t o ensure what happened t o him will not happen t o ot her ci t izens of his count ry. Gasimov’s 












for	about	one	month,	Gasimov	was	able	 to	 return	 to	 school	and	finish	
his	education.	
Seven	 years	 after	 the	 incident,	 Gasimov	made	 the	 decision	 to	 pur-













As a young man in a war-torn area of Azerbaijan, Elnur Gasimov experienced 
the shock of being severely injured by a piece of unexploded ordnance. 
Today, Gasimov’s personal experience has inspired him 
to work as the Team Leader of  the Training and Quality 
Assurance Team at the Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine 
Action to ensure what happened to him will not happen to other 
citizens of his country. Gasimov’s resilience and dedication to 
his work make him a hero in the demining community. 
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Gasimov	taught	mine-risk	education	to	schoolchildren	in	af-fected	areas	of	Azerbaijan.	“I	used	to	go	to	schools	conducting	mine-risk	education	in	order	to	prevent	incidents	such	as	my	own,”1	he	remembers.	
Gasimov’s	commitment	to	his	work	in	mine	action	helped	him	receive	 the	promotion	 to	Team	Leader	of	 the	Training	and	 Quality	 Assurance	 Team	 at	 ANAMA,	 an	 important	component	of	 the	mine-action	program	 in	Azerbaijan.	The	T&QA	Team	at	ANAMA	was	created	specifically	to	oversee	the	clearance	operations	of	 the	demining	companies	and	to	identify	and	address	any	problems	that	arise	during	the	de-mining	process.	





the	mid-1980s,	 guerrillas	 of	 the	 Sendero Luminoso	 group	 launched	 a	
strategy	to	knock	down	towers	with	high-tension	lines	to	cause	black-
outs	 in	 several	 regions,	 including	 the	 capital,	 Lima.	 In	 1986,	 in	 one	
day—the	day	before	elections—10	towers	were	knocked	down,	resulting	
in	a	nationwide	blackout.	
After	 that	 incident,	 authorities	decided	 it	was	urgent	 to	protect	 their	




















tenance,	 those	professionals	were	 sent	 ahead	 to	
“open	a	path”	to	the	tower,	deactivating	and	re-
moving	the	landmines	from	a	strip	of	land	where	
they	 would	 be	 replanted	 and	 reactivated	 later.	
They	had	no	personal	 protective	 equipment	 and	
no	plan	for	transportation	and	rescue	if	required.	
There	were	no	 reliable	maps	of	mine	 locations	
either,	 since	many	of	 them	had	 to	be	planted	
quickly	in	areas	with	altitudes	of	over	5,000	
meters	(16,404	feet)	due	to	the	physiologi-
cal	 threats	 posed	 by	 high	 altitudes,	 or	
were	 subjected	 to	 possible	 displacements	
caused	by	rain,	floods,	blizzards,	vegetation	
growth,	etc.
























Following a series of mist akes t hat caused hundreds of accident s, many fat al, a new 
bat t alion of t he N at ional Police of Peru now ensures demining quali t y for 
1,711 power t ransmission t owers. Following a series of mist akes t hat caused hundreds 
of accident s, many fat al, a new bat t alion of t he N at ional Police of 
Peru now ensures demining quali t y for 1,711 power 
t ransmission t owers.
Following a series of mistakes that caused hundreds of accide ts—many f tal—a
new battalion of the National P lice of Peru ow ensures demining quality 
for 1,711 power transmission towers.
As a young man in a war-t orn area of Azerbaijan, Elnur Gasimov experienced t he shock of being severely 
injured by a piece of unexploded ordnance. Today, Gasimov’s personal experience has inspired him t o work as 
t he Team Leader of  t he Training and Quali t y Assurance Team at t he Azerbaijan N at ional Agency for 
Mine Act ion t o ensure what happened t o him will not happen t o ot her ci t izens of his count ry. Gasimov’s 
resilience and ded icat ion t o his work make him a hero in t he demining communi t y. 
conduct	 monitoring	 evaluations	 as	 a	 part	 f	 QA,	 and	 also	ensure	that	the	land	clearance	by	the	demining	agencies	has	been	done	in	accordance	with	the	National	and	International	Mine	Action	Standards.”	He	adds,	“We	make	sure	that	noth-ing	remains	and	there	was	no	ordnance	missed.”1	
Gasimov	 recognizes	mine	 clearance	 is	 at	 times	 an	 over-whelming	 undertaking,	 sometimes	 marked	 by	 unexpected	barriers.	“All	of	my	achievements	 in	 this	field	have	been	an	ongoing	process.	We	work	and	we	learn.	Sometimes	we	learn	[by	making]	mistakes,	but	our	first	goal	is	to	make	the	land	free	 from	mines	using	 the	approved	 standards.”	Gasimov	 is	happy	to	dedicate	his	life’s	work	to	the	destruction	of	devices	that	are	so	harmful.	“Each	destroyed	mine	and	each	neutral-ized	[piece	of]	ordnance	means	someone’s	rescued	life	or	pro-tected	health.”1	
In	 spite	 of	 the	 difficulties	 that	 accompany	 working	 in	minefields,	Gasimov	feels	his	work	in	mine	action	has	been	rewarding.	He	hopes	one	day	all	countries,	including	his	own,	will	 be	 free	 from	 the	 complications	 inflicted	 by	mines	 and	UXO.	The	 young	T&QA	Team	Leader	would	 also	 like	 to	see	 the	 injury	and	death	caused	by	mines	and	UXO	absent	from	the	world.	“Some	of	our	people	will	try	and	reach	wa-ter	or	herd	their	animals	and	they	are	injured	by	landmines,”	Gasimov	laments.	“It	is	very	hard.”1	
When	 asked	 about	 his	 suggestions	 for	 the	 mine-action	community,	Gasimov	believes	communication	is	essential	to	solving	the	mine	problem.	“My	suggestion	is	to	work	closer,	to	share	the	experience	with	other	countries	and	to	work	as	one	force	against	the	problem.	We	can	share	lessons	we	have	learned	 so	 that	others	do	not	have	 to	 learn	 from	 their	own	mistakes,”1	he	concludes.	
It	 is	 Gasimov’s	 sense	 of	 hope,	 compassion	 and	 unity	that	makes	him	a	valuable	member	of	the	demining	com-munity.	He	not	only	contributes	his	knowledge	and	dedi-cation	to	the	field,	but	he	also	has	taught	mine	victims	that	recovery	from	tragic	situations	is	well	within	reach.	
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